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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STOCKH 01660 261641Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 CIAE-00 COME-00 DODE-00 DOTE-00 
EB-08 FMC-02 INR-10 NSAE-00 CG-00 DLOS-09 OES-07 
L-03 /052W 

059403 262339Z/62 

R261347Z APR78 
FM AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3663 

UNCLAS STOCKHOLM 1660 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BPRO, SW 

SUBJ: SWEDISH SHIPPING COMPANY PLANS US WEST COAST SERVICE 

1. THE EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED A REQUEST FROM THE SCANDINAVIAN 
MOTOR SHIPS, INC. OF STOCKHOLM AS TO THE "FORMALITIES" EOR 
INITIATING SERVICE TO THE US WEST COAST BY TWO OF ITS SHIPS. 

THE SHIPS ARE THE MS BELLMAN AND THE MS TAUBE, BUILD IN 1977 
IN JAPAN, 12,000 TONS AND "MULTIPURPOSE RO-RO" VESSELS. THE 
VESSELS WOULD BE UNDER CHARTER TO THE FRENCH SHIPPING COPMANY 
CGTB (COMPAGNIE GENERAL TRANS-BALTIQUE). THE US AGENT IS ORBIS 
MARITIME AGENCY, SAN FRANCISCO. THE EIRST ARRIVAL IS BY THE 

MS TAUBE DEPARTING MARSEILLES ABOUT MAY 1 AND ARRIVING LOS ANGLES 
ABOUT MAY 25 WITH A CARGO OE ERENCH MINERAL WATER. 

2. THE SWEDISH COMPANY PLANS TO USE THE TWO MOTOR SHIPS IN 
PACIFIC TRADE BETWEEN THE US WEST COAST AND JAPAN, SOUTH KOREA, 
SINGAPORE, PHILIPPINES, AND HONG KONG. 

3. A COMPANY OFFICIAL INQUIRING AS TO US FORMALITIES MENTIONED 
SPECIFICALLY SOME KIND OF GUARD AROUND A SHIP'S BUNKERING 
VENTS REQUIRED BY THE US COAST GUARD. HE ALSO MENTIONED A 
POSSIBLE NEW REQUIREMENT EOR SPECIAL LORAN NAVIGATING GEAR. 

4. WHAT ADVICE SHOULD THE EMBASSY PASS TO THE COMPANY? 
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